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(That means ‘Hello ladies and gentlemen,’ in Setswana, which is the Botswanan language).  Welcome to Botswana Class!
The children have started the term well and are settling into their new class and getting to know their new classmates.  We are beginning with the whole class together, and as the term goes on we will be splitting more and more into different groups so that the children can access the curriculum that is right for them.  Miss Turner, Mrs Webb and I will be alternating the teaching of Maths and English so that we all get the chance to teach all of the children.  It’s new for all of us, but we are looking forward to giving the children the individual attention they deserve!
Independence
Now the children are in key stage two, they will be even more independent. Please encourage them to speak up for themselves and talk to an adult in school if they have a worry or a problem.  We are always happy to talk to parents and carers about their concerns, but sometimes things can get lost in translation when a child talks about their day at home, and many issues are much easier to deal with if we know about them as and when they happen.
To help the children keep track of their belongings please NAME EVERYTHING.  We can lend you a Sharpie if that helps!
PE
Outdoor PE is on Monday, Indoor PE is on Wednesday.  Please make sure your child has the correct uniform, and as the weather changes, please make sure they have a warm layer to wear on Monday.  It can get icy cold on that front playground in December!
Communication
Don’t let a minor worry become a major problem – we are here to help.  We are available for a brief chat before school or a longer chat afterwards.  We struggle to reply to emails during teaching time, but we will aim to reply before 5pm when the laptops are turned OFF (or so we tell ourselves).
Entering and leaving school
As you will probably know by now, the children come in through the front white doors and will leave by the classroom door at the side of the school. Thank you to those parents who have let us know that their children will be making their own way home.  If your child is going to one of our after-school clubs, please let the school know if they are going to miss a week, or if they want to leave.  That really helps us to keep your children safe.
Water bottles and snacks
Plain water in the water bottles and fruit, vegetables or cheese for snacks, thank you.

It was lovely to see the children start the term with such enthusiasm, and such good manners.  We are really looking forward to working with all of them, and we have an exciting term of learning ahead.

Thank you for all your support.
Go siame (Goodbye),
Mrs Bultitude, Miss Turner, Mrs Webb and Mrs Chapman.
The Botswana Class Team
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